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FROM THE BOARD OF ELDERS

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

“Blessed be God, because he has not rejected
my prayer, or removed his steadfast love from
me!” (Psalm 66:20)

As we recently announced to the congregation,
the Board of Elders received word from Pastor
Jay Hobson that after much deliberation and
prayer, he has declined our call to serve as the
pastor of Trinity Lutheran Church. He concluded
that his gifts are best employed in continued
service to God’'s people and ministry at
Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in
Skiatook. “A man’s heart plans his course, but
the LORD determines his steps” (Proverbs
16:9). Let us thank God for His answer to our
call and our prayers, His guidance to Pastor
Hobson, and His care and provision for His
saints in both Skiatook and Norman, Oklahoma,
through many pastors and workers.

We will continue to submit ourselves to God's
gracious will and timing. The elders are working
in conjunction with Pastor Muenchow, as
Second Vice President of the LCMS Oklahoma
District, to schedule another call meeting for our
congregation. As of this writing, if the Lord wills
it, we anticipate announcing the date of that
meeting early in October for a mid-October
assembly.

Following on the heels of last month'’s article, |
would like to observe God'’s instruction toward
wisdom and humility (together, sober
judgement) in our service as members of
Christ’s body. As we remember “our place in the
cosmos’, let us specifically recognize our
individual gifts from God and consider wisely
how they are best employed within the individual
constraints allowed for us by God, in the work of
the church.

Do not be conformed to this world, but be
transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by
testing you may discern what is the will of God,
what is good and acceptable and perfect.

For by the grace given to me | say to everyone
among you not to think of himself more highly
than he ought to think, but to think with sober

judgment, each according to the measure of
faith that God has assigned. For as in one body
we have many members, and the members do
not all have the same function, so we, though
many, are one body in Christ, and individually
members one of another. Having gifts that differ
according to the grace given to us, let us use
them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; if
service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in
his teaching; the one who exhorts, in his
exhortation; the one who contributes, in
generosity; the one who leads, with zeal; the
one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness.
Romans 12:2-8

But as it is, God arranged the members in the
body, each one of them, as he chose. If all were
a single member, where would the body be? As
it is, there are many parts, yet one body.

1 Corinthians 12:18-20

Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise
but as wise, making the best use of the time,
because the days are evil. Therefore, do not be
foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord
is.

Ephesians 5:15-17

Walk in wisdom toward outsiders, making the
best use of the time. Let your speech always be
gracious, seasoned with salt, so that you may
know how you ought to answer each person.
Colossians 4:5-6

Luther had much to say about the proper
understanding of service through our vocations,
humble as they may be. A Christmas sermon he
preached covering Luke 2:15-20 touched on
this subject. In Luke’s second chapter we read
about the shepherds who witnessed the
announcement of Jesus’ birth by an angel of the
Lord, were surrounded by the Lord’s glory, and
saw and heard the multitude of the heavenly
host praising God (Luke 2:8-14). They went and
found their cosmically heralded messiah lying in
a cattle trough (Luke 2:15-19). And then “the
shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God
for all they had heard and seen, as it had been
told them” (Luke 2:20).

In his sermon, Luther said this about them and
their vocation: “For these shepherds run to no
desert, put on no hood, never shave their
heads, never change clothing, time, food,
drink nor any external work, they return again
to their sheep cots and there serve

their God.” And later, “See, in this Gospel you
have a picture of a true Christian life, first
according to its outward character, so that it
glitters outwardly not at all, or very little in the
eyes of the people, yea, is falsehood and the
work of fools in the eyes of most

people; but inwardly it is nothing but light, joy
and salvation.”

Can you imagine witnessing what they
witnessed, and then resuming the duties of a
herdsman? From a certain angle it could be a
tremendous disappointment, small and
appearing meaningless in comparison with
the glory that at first terrified them and later
surely inspired their own praises. But
understood with sober judgement, what a
quietly joyous and honorable thing it is to bear
God's image - and to be “little Christs” — to
one another, to the world, and (especially in
the case of herdsmen) even to Creation itself,
according to the talents and stations God has
assigned us.

In Christ our Lord,
Seth Lemke, Chairman, Board of Elders

Trinity Lutheran Church
603 Classen Blvd.
Norman, Oklahoma 73071
405-321-3443
www.tlcnorman.org
Article Submissions:
newsletter@tlcnorman.org
(due by 18" of the month)
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BOARDS AND COUNCIL

Council meets on
October 11" at 6:30 p.m.

Board Meetings:
Elders — Sun. Oct 11t ............ 12:00 p.m.

Education — Mon. Oct 51 .......... 6:30 p.m.
Evangelism — Wed Oct 7t ........ 6:30 p.m.
School Board ~Thurs Oct 1¢t...... 2:00 p.m.
Stewardship — Wed. Oct 14t ... 7:00 p.m.
Trustees — Wed. Oct 7 ............ 9:00 a.m.

TUESDAY BIBLE

UPCOMING LCMS U EVENTS

STUDIES

THE STATE OF LCMS U

Greetings!

The past month of LCMS U has been quite
the whirlwind. In the span of a few weeks,
we had to plan for and attend the OU
Involvement Fair, our first Sunday lunch,
first Bible study, and first few events, all the
while reaching out to students old and new
to ensure everybody knows what we're up
to and has been invited.

But now we've started to settle into the
semester and find some rhythm. You may
have noticed on Sundays that we have a
good number of students attending. Praise
God for that and pray that the students
continue to worship with us. That is, after
all, the most important opportunity we have
to offer them!

However, there are still many students we
know of whom we are not seeing on
Sundays. We hope they have found a
church home somewhere, but we don’t
always know. Please pray especially for
these students, that whether through us or
another congregation, they are receiving
the blessings of Word and Sacrament.

Our outreach efforts do continue to each
and every student on our roster. Beyond
that, we leave it to the Holy Spirit to call,
gather, enlighten, and sanctify these young
men and women!

Blessings in Christ,
Timothy Schmidt
Interim LCMS U Coordinator

CONTINUE
- Dinner at 6:30 p.m. in the church

Fellowship Hall — thank you to all
who have signed up to bring a
meal!

Bible study at 7:00 p.m. in the
student fellowship room - we
continue to study the book of
Ecclesiastes and segments of our
Confessions

We will be hosting another Vespers
service on October 27 at 8:00 p.m..
The congregation is welcome to

join us!

WEEKDAY CAMPUS LUNCHES

- Alternating Thursdays and Fridays

(this month: October 1, 9, 15, 23,
and 29)

- Opportunity to meet students over

food or just for a quick chat

BIWEEKLY SUNDAY LUNCHES

- 1stand 3rd Sundays of each month

(this month: October 4 and 18)

- Opportunity to extend fellowship

beyond the Divine Service

OTHER ACTIVITIES

- October 13: Lutheran Bedlam! We

are going to the home of Pastor
Wackler in Stillwater to join LCMS
U at OSU for food, fellowship, and
a number of extremely competitive
activities!

Plans pending for a barbeque night
and a fishing outing (weather
permitting!)

Other possible activities as decided
upon by student leadership

UPCOMING MUSIC EVENTS

October is always a busy month for
Lutheran musicians! Below are several
activities coming up in preparation for
some of the special services towards the
end of the month.

The choir will begin looking at its
Reformation Sunday music on October 1
at its usual time of 7pm. This year's
Reformation anthem will be “Fear Your
God, the Commandments Say”. The choir
will also be preparing an anthem for the
125th anniversary - see below!

The 125th Anniversary Service is
Saturday, October 24 at 3pm. The theme
is “tell to the coming generation the
glorious deeds of the Lord” (Psalm
78:4b), so we are involving as many
generations of our church as we can in
the music! Besides the choir performing a
hymn written for the occasion, the service
will feature an offertory song by Sunday
School youth and several instrumentalists
spanning 3 generations. If you or your
child would like to participate in the choir
anthem and/or offertory song, please let
me know!

The bell choir will meet for its first
rehearsal of the fall on October 1 at 6:00
p.m. and continue meeting throughout the
month to prepare for its appearance on
Reformation Sunday. If you have not had
the opportunity to try music or music at
our church before, | highly recommend
you give the bell choir a go!

For the glory of God,

Timothy Schmidt
Organist and Choir Director
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SPECIAL AND FESTIVAL SERVICES

125TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION - October 24

3:00 p.m. Celebration Service

- Order of Vespers featuring special anthems by the choir and
Sunday School youth

- Pastor Nehrenz will conduct the service and preach the sermon

- At the conclusion of the service, a history of the church will be read, followed by a
dessert reception in the Fellowship Hall/Narthex

REFORMATION SUNDAY - October 25

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Communion at both services

- Special music and hymns

- We celebrate the reformation of the church which began in
1517 with the posting of the 95 Theses by Dr. Martin Luther
- We rejoice in singing “A Mighty Fortress is our God!”

- Special lunch featuring items from the church cookbook to
follow the 10:30 a.m. service

COMING IN NOVEMBER

ALL SAINTS SUNDAY - November 1

8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. Communion at both services
- Tolling of the bells for all of our church members who died since last November 1
and are now rejoicing with the saints and angels in heaven

This is also Stewardship Pledge Sunday 1
- Consecrated pledges presented at BOTH services
- Second and third pledge Sundays on November 8 and 15

LUTHERAN YOUTH FELLOWSHIP

Bible Study & Games
Monday, October 12, 2026
7th — 12th grade

6:15 PM - 7:00 p.m. Bible Study
7:00 PM - 7:45 p.m. Fun & Games

BIBLE CLASSES Pew Sisters Bible Study
915 a.m. When: Friday October 16th at 6:30
WITH PULPIT SUPPLY Where: TLC youth room
PASTORS: All ladies are welcome and encouraged
“The Scripture Lessons for the Day” to invite a friend! If you have any
WITH BOB LEE: questions, please contact Morgan
“The Names of Our Wonderful God” Hartman at 405-761-6009.

PASTOR BENNAI'S PRESENTATION Sunday, Nov 1st at Noon Many of you have
heard some of Pastor Bennai's story during Bible Class on the Sundays he preaches
and have wanted to hear his entire story. You now have that opportunity! Pastor
Bennai is a former Muslim. He will share with us how the Holy Spirit worked in his
heart to bring him to the knowledge of the one true God. Not only did he become a
Christian, but he also became a Lutheran Pastor! You will hear the many obstacles
and challenges he faced during this miraculous conversion. He then will discuss the
differences and similarities between Christianity and Islam in terms of some of the
doctrines such as 1. God 2. Scripture-the Bible vs the Korran 3. Jesus: Who is
Jesus in the Koraan? 4. The work of Jesus—is he truly the son of God? 5.
Atonement 6. Heaven & Hell. We will have a potluck at noon followed by his
presentation. Bring a main dish and a dessert or side dish to share. You are
welcome to invite friends and family!

Camp Lutherhoma
Fall Force
November 20-22, 2026
8-12yrsold  Cost: $150

Fall Force is a weekend retreat designed for
children 8-12 years old. During this fun
weekend program, campers will grow in their
faith as they study God’'s Word, connect with
friends or make new ones as they experience
the fun at Camp Lutherhoma! This retreat will
be led by the summer camp counselors who
are eager to share God's love with each
camper.

We will attend as a group.
Parents are invited, but not mandatory.
(Parents Free)

We will leave Friday evening at 4:30 pm and
return Sunday around 3:00 pm.

Youth will stay in the summer cabins with
Lutherhoma camp counselors, and parents will
stay in the lodge.

Registration Deadline:
Sunday, November 1, 2025

For questions, contact Youth Director
Susan Hartman

FYI - Mark your Calendars

Camp Lutherhoma
Journey in January
14-18 yrs old
Jan 15-17, 2027
Watch for details next month
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TLC EARLY LEARNING CENTER NEWS!

.2:%, We plan on spending a lot of time on the playground
:Li' ¢z<  enjoying the fall weather. Music class has resumed. We
L\

o ?¢  would like to welcome our new music teacher Victoria
Robbins. The children absolutely love music. They will
begin learning their songs for the Christmas program.

We will also have a visit from the Norman fire department on October
15M.  The kids love learning about fire safety and especially enjoy
climbing on the big fire truck. We will end our month with our class fall
parties and costume parade on October 30t

Upcoming in October:

October 7t, 8th & 9th — Closed fall break

October 15t — Fire Department presentation 10AM
October 20t & 21st - Fall Pictures

October 30t- Fall costume parade and class parties.

All our classes use “ABC Jesus Loves Me” curriculum which
incorporates many teachings of the Bible, also Mr. Joel teaches chapel
every Wednesday.

This month’s lessons are:

Stephen Lives and Dies for Jesus (Acts 7:55-60)
Philip and the Ethiopian (Acts 8:26-40)

The Conversion of St. Paul (Acts 9:1-43)

The Angel Gabriel and Zachariah (Luke 1:1-25)

405-329-1503 / www.ticearlylearningcenter.com
tlsnormanccd@gmail.com
Interim Director: Amanda Hiller

Help us get the news out about our program. Like and share our page
on Facebook at TLC Early Learning Center.
Please keep our staff and children in your prayers.

ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL)
We had a very successful “Ice Cream and Cookies in the Park”
event of September 5, with 15 international students (plus 4 kids),
3 of our Lutheran Sooners college students, and 10 ESL
volunteers! Thank you to all who helped with cookies, ice cream,
attending, and prayers!

We are off to a good start this semester with several group
meetings and another event under our belt. We had a presentation
on “Things to Do in the Norman Area” on September 12 and a
group cooking and food sharing day here at Trinity on September
19. We enjoyed American food like chili, hotdogs, and potato salad
as well as Nepalese Momos and Chinese Mochis.

This month we will have group meetings with presentations on “US
Electoral Politics”, “Native Americans and the Trail of Tears” and —
of course — “Halloween”. We also are planning a field trip to the
Chickasaw Cultural Center and a Pumkin Carving event. We have
a lot to look forward to!

Prayer Needs:

- For the people of Nepal where the disastrous glacier collapse
and flood have been a human, economic, and geographic
catastrophe. One of our Nepalese students lost 9 friends in
the flood.

- For a positive response as we offer a time for Bible study
before the group time on Saturdays

- For several volunteers who can drive the van to events
occasionally (no special driver’s license needed).

As always, we invite anyone to come and join the group, learn with
us, converse with us, and have a great time. Snacks are always
provided.

And you are welcome to come to John or Vickie Zubialde with any
questions you may have.

TRINITY'S 125 ANNIVERSARY

The celebration will include:

* A hymn commissioned specially for this occasion

present.

Join us on Saturday, October 24th at 3:00 PM to sing praises to God for 125 years of His ministry in Trinity Lutheran Church.

+  Ananniversary worship service, featuring musical contributions from each generation
+ Readings by retired pastor Marvin Henschel, who served Trinity from 1964-1972
+  Sermon by our retired pastor, and LCMS OK District President, David Nehrenz

« A presentation of our church's history, with photos and historical displays

«  Commemorative engraved wooden Christmas ornaments

+  Areception featuring finger foods and dessert samples from the Trinity congregational cookbook
Theme: “Tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds of the Lord.” — Psalm 78:4

There will also be a congregational meal following the second service on Sunday, October 25th. The lunch will be composed of dishes
and desserts from the congregational cookbook and accompanied by a presentation of interviews from church members past and
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Lunch

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri
1 2
11:30am Seniors 10:00 am-12:00 ESL
Luncheon LWML FALL
2:00pm School Brd RALLY
6:00pm Bell Choir
7:00 pm Choir
4 LWML SUNDAY |5 6 7 8 9 10
Install LWML 10:00 am-12:00 ESL
Officers 6:00 Confirmation|6:00pm Bell Choir
8:00am Communion |g:30 pm Brd of Ed. 6:30 pm Evang.  |7:00 pm Choir
9:15am 8S & BC 7:00pm Stewardship |6:30 pm LCMSU
10:30am Communion Early Learning Center Closed- Fall Break 10/7-10/9
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
8:00am Communion 10:00 am-12:00 ESL
9:15 am Joint Opening 6:30pm Pew Sisters
10:30am Communion 6:30 pm LCMSU i . |6:00pm Bell Choir Bible Study
.. |6:00 Confirmation .
12:00 pm Elders OSU Trip 7:00 pm Choir
6:30 pm Council
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
8:00am Communion 10:00 am 3:00 pm 125
CHSEINESIIHG Women ° 6:00 Confirmation ANNIVERSARY
10:30am Communion Bible Study 6:00pm Bell Choir
12:00 pm VOTERS 7:00 pm Choir
6:30 pm LCMSU
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
Reformation 10:00 am-12:00 ESL
Sunday SET CLOCKS
8:00&10:30 . . BACK 1 HOUR
e 6:00 Confirmation DAYLIGHT
9:15am SS&BC 6:30 pm LCMSU SAVINGS TIME
12:00 Noon 8:00 pm Vespers ENDS
Anniversary
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Joanie Eisenbraun 10/3

Mike Stecker 10/3

Celia Huntley 10/4

Jacqui Taptto 10/4

Andrew Hartman 10/6

Brett Hollandsworth 10/6

Allen Rohde 10/8

Gabriel Hartman 10/9

John Zubialde 10/10
Bo Hughes 10/12
Rhylan Rohde 10/13
Rev. Chad Dietrich 10/14
Sandra Lundmark 10/14
Chuck Maurer 10/14
David Meinke 10/14
Linda Sepulveda 10/14
Zac Favors 10/15
Greg Wells 10/16
Hart Brown 10/17
Alan Hager 10/18
Emma Peters 10/21
Traci Lewis 10/22
Karen Rohde 10/22
Bob Lee 10/25
Esther Giuliano 10/27
Todd Kunard 10/27
Diana Newman 10/27
Seth Lemke 10/28
Candace Hernandez 10/29

Melissa Coombs 10/31

g
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‘Anniversaries
Alan & Kim Hager 10/17/1998 28
Tommy & Kara Ward 10/20/2007 19
Keith & Melissa Coombs 10/29/1997 29
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God’s Servants

Trinity Staff

ELDER OF THE DAY

8:00 a.m.
Clark Everett

10:30 a.m.
Darin Davis

ACOLYTE

8:00 a.m.

10:30 a.m.
Jack Schemm

ALTAR CARE

8:00 a.m.
Mary Cheatwood

10:30 a.m.
Tammy Lemke

TLC EARLY
LEARNING CENTER
405-329-1503
tlsnormansec@gmail.com

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH

OFFICE 405-321-3443

Director:
tisnormanccd@gmail.com

Early Learning Center
Web:
tlcearlylearningcenter.com

ADMIN. ASSISTANT Jackie Mullen 405-321-3443
ticnormansec@gmail.com

Organist / Choir Director
Timothy Schmidt 913-292-8865
ticnormanmusic@gmail.com

Interim Campus Ministry Coordinator
Timothy Schmidt tlcnormanlcmsu@gmail.com

Youth Director Susan Hartman
ticnormanlyf@gmail.com

Sunday School Superintendent Debbie Atkinson

Sunday School Superintendent Assist. Erin Davis

ESL Director Vickie Zubialde 405-406-6488
esl.trinity@gmail.com

Trumpeter Editor Bobby Thomale
newsletter@tlcnorman.org

Trinity Church / Web Page Bobby Thomale

THE LUTHERAN HOUR" RADIO BROADCAST
Can’'t make it to Church? Listen to the Lutheran
Hour! The Lutheran Hour broadcasts in the
Oklahoma City area Sunday mornings at 9:00 am
on BOTT radio station QCV (800 AM).




