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TEXT AND STUDY 
 (15) We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile 
sinners; (16) yet we know that a person is not justified by works of the law but through faith in 
Jesus Christ, so we also have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in 
Christ and not by works of the law, because by works of the law no one will be justified. (17) 
But if, in our endeavor to be justified in Christ, we too were found to be sinners, is Christ 
then a servant of sin? Certainly not! (18) For if I rebuild what I tore down, I prove myself to be 
a transgressor.  

(1 Sam 15:18;   Ps 143:2;   Lk 24:7;   Rom 3:20-28;   7:4,6,12;   9:30;   11:6;    
Eph 2:3,8,9,12-18;   Php 3:4-9)    

 
(19) For through the law I died to the law, so that I might live to God. (20) I have been 
crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in me. And the life I now 
live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave himself for me. (21) I 
do not nullify the grace of God, for if justification were through the law, then Christ died for 
no purpose. 

(Mt 4:3;   Lk 20:38;  Jn 17:23;   Rom 6:2,6-14;   8:10,37;   14:7,8;   
2 Cor 5:15;  13:5;   1 Th 5:10;   1 Tim 2:6;   Titus 2:14;   Heb 7:11;  9:14;  1 Pet 4:2) 
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Even we have believed in Christ Jesus, in order to be justified by faith in Christ,  
and not by works of the Law. 

This is the true meaning of Christianity, that we are justified by faith in Christ, not by the 
works of the Law. Do not let yourself be swayed here by the wicked gloss of the sophists, who 
say that faith justifies only when love and good works are added to it. With this pernicious 
gloss they have darkened and distorted some of the finest texts of this sort.  

When a man hears that he should believe in Christ, but that faith does not justify unless 
this “form,” that is, love, is added, then he quickly falls from faith and thinks to himself: “If faith 
does not justify without love, then faith is vain and useless, and love alone justifies; or unless 
faith is formed and adorned by love, it is nothing.” 

 
In support of this wicked and destructive gloss the opponents cite this passage from 1 Cor. 

13:1–2: “If I speak in the tongues of men and of angels, and if I have prophetic powers and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, 
but have not love, I am nothing.” They suppose that this passage is their wall of bronze.  

 
But they are men without understanding, and therefore they cannot grasp or see anything 

in Paul. With this false interpretation they have not only done injury to Paul’s words but have 
also denied Christ and buried all His blessings. Therefore this gloss is to be avoided as a 



hellish poison, and we must conclude with Paul: By faith alone, not by faith formed by love, 
are we justified. We must not attribute the power of justifying to a “form” that makes a man 
pleasing to God; we must attribute it to faith, which takes hold of Christ the Savior Himself 
and possesses Him in the heart. This faith justifies without love and before love. 

 
We concede that good works and love must also be taught; but this must be in its proper 

time and place, that is, when the question has to do with works, apart from this chief doctrine. 
But here the point at issue is how we are justified and attain eternal life. To this we answer 
with Paul: We are pronounced righteous solely by faith in Christ, not by the works of the Law 
or by love.  

 
This is not because we reject works or love, as our adversaries accuse us of doing, but 

because we refuse to let ourselves be distracted from the principal point at issue here, as 
Satan is trying to do. So since we are now dealing with the topic of justification, we reject 
and condemn works; for this topic will not allow of any discussion of good works. On this 
issue, therefore, we simply cut off all laws and all works of the Law. 

 
“But the Law is good, righteous, and holy.” Very well! But when we are involved in a 

discussion of justification, there is no room for speaking about the Law. The question is 
what Christ is and what blessing He has brought us. Christ is not the Law; He is not my 
work or that of the Law; He is not my love or that of the Law; He is not my chastity, 
obedience, or poverty.  

 
But He is the Lord of life and death, the Mediator and Savior of sinners, the 

Redeemer of those who are under the Law. By faith we are in Him, and He is in us (John 
6:56). This Bridegroom, Christ, must be alone with His bride in His private chamber, and all 
the family and household must be shunted away. But later on, when the Bridegroom opens 
the door and comes out, then let the servants return to take care of them and serve them food 
and drink. Then let works and love begin. 

 
Thus we must learn to distinguish all laws, even those of God, and all works from faith 

and from Christ, if we are to define Christ accurately. Christ is not the Law, and therefore 
He is not a taskmaster for the Law and for works; but He is the Lamb of God, who takes 
away the sin of the world (John 1:29). This is grasped by faith alone, not by love, which 
nevertheless must follow faith as a kind of gratitude.  

 
Therefore victory over sin and death, salvation, and eternal life do not come by the Law or 

by the deeds of the Law or by our will but by Jesus Christ alone. Hence faith alone justifies 
when it takes hold of this, as becomes evident from a sufficient division and induction: Victory 
over sin and death does not come by the works of the Law or by our will; therefore it comes 
by Jesus Christ alone. Here we are perfectly willing to have ourselves called “solafideists” 
by our opponents, who do not understand anything of Paul’s argument. You who are to be the 
consolers of consciences that are afflicted, should teach this doctrine diligently, study it 
continually, and defend it vigorously against the abominations of the papists, Jews, Turks, 
and all the rest. 

LIFE APPLICATION 
We are justified by faith in Christ and not by works of the law. 



 Why is it that by works of the law, no one will be justified? 


