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CHRISTMAS   EVE  CANDLELIGHT  SERVICE 
Thursday  December 24, 2021    7:00 p.m.   LSB (maroon) HYMNAL 

“A  SERVICE  of  EIGHT  LESSONS and CAROLS “ 
 
 

PRE-SERVICE  CAROL SINGING       6:55 p.m. 
 “Go Tell It on the Mountain” LSB 388      * = all stand 

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 

        PRELUDE- BELL CHOIR                     “The First Noel”                            Kevin McChesney    
 
       OPENING CHANT   -   LSB 384 vv. 1,5    - Pastor 

384 Of the Father's Love Begotten 
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 *    PROCESSIONAL  HYMN  376                                                                                  
                                                      (Choir vv. 1,2;  Cong. vv. 3-5) 

376 Once in Royal David's City 
 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Not in that poor, lowly stable 
    With the oxen standing by 

Shall we see Him, but in heaven, 
    Set at God’s right hand on high. 

Then like stars His children, crowned, 
All in white, His praise will sound! 

 
  * TRINITARIAN  INVOCATION      

 
In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 
  *   PSALM 110:1-4  and “Glory be…”(Front of Hymnal - chanted responsively by whole verses)   

1The LORD says to my Lord: 
“Sit at my right hand, 

until I make your enemies your footstool.” 
 

2The LORD sends forth from Zion 
your mighty scepter. 

Rule in the midst of your enemies! 
 

3Your people will offer themselves freely 
on the day of your power, 

in holy garments; 
from the womb of the morning, 
the dew of your youth will be yours. 

 
4The LORD has sworn 

and will not change his mind, 
“You are a priest forever 

after the order of Melchizedek.” 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit 

As it was in beginning, is now and ever shall be Amen. 
 
 
  
        CHOIR                                                 “Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”                              Nancy L. Patsios                       
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EIGHT  LESSONS  AND  CAROLS       
 

  I.) SCRIPTURE                               “The First Christmas Promise”                                Genesis 3:1-15 
A READING FROM  Genesis chapter 3 

 
1.  Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. He said to the 

woman, "Did God really say, `You must not eat from any tree in the garden'?" 
2.  The woman said to the serpent, "We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 

3.  but God did say, `You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not 
touch it, or you will die.'" 

4.  "You will not surely die," the serpent said to the woman. 
5.  "For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good 

and evil." 
6.  When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also 

desirable for gaining wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with 
her, and he ate it. 

7.  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves 
together and made coverings for themselves. 

8.  Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool 
of the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

9.  But the LORD God called to the man, "Where are you?" 
10.  He answered, "I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid." 

11.  And he said, "Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I commanded you 
not to eat from?" 

12.  The man said, "The woman you put here with me--she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I ate it." 
13.  Then the LORD God said to the woman, "What is this you have done?"   The woman said, "The serpent 

deceived me, and I ate." 
14.  So the LORD God said to the serpent, "Because you have done this, "Cursed are you above all the 

livestock and all the wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will eat dust all the days of your life. 
15.  And I shall put enmity between you and the woman, and between your seed  and her seed;                       

HE shall crush  your head, and you shall bruise his heel." 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD. 
 

 HYMN  379                      
379 O Come, All Ye Faithful 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



5 
 

II.) SCRIPTURE                            “The Virgin Will Conceive-Immanuel”                                  Isaiah 7:10-17 
A READING FROM ISAIAH CHAPTER 7 

 
10.  Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, 

11.  "Ask the LORD your God for a sign, whether in the deepest depths or in the highest heights." 
12.  But Ahaz said, "I will not ask; I will not put the LORD to the test." 

13.  Then Isaiah said, "Hear now, you house of David! Is it not enough to try the patience of men? Will you try 
the patience of my God also? 

14.  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 
and shall call his name Immanuel. 

15.  He will eat curds and honey when he knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right. 
16.  But before the boy knows enough to reject the wrong and choose the right, the land of the two kings you 

dread will be laid waste. 
17.  The LORD will bring on you and on your people and on the house of your father a time unlike any since 

Ephraim broke away from Judah. 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

 
       HYMN  368                      

 
368 Angels We Have Heard on High 
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III.)  SCRIPTURE                                  “Bethlehem - City of David”                                     Micah 5:2-5a 
 

A READING FROM MICAH CHAPTER 5 
 

2.  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans  of Judah, out of you will come 
for me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins  are from of old, from ancient times. " 

3.  Therefore Israel will be abandoned until the time when she who is in labor gives birth and the rest of his 
brothers return to join the Israelites. 

4.  And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the Lord, in the majesty of the name of 
the Lord his God; and they shall abide: for now shall he be great unto the ends of the earth. 

5.  And THIS MAN shall be their peace 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
 

 HYMN  361                     
361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
            
IV.) SCRIPTURE                                      “The Prince of Peace”                                                   Isaiah 9:1-7 

A READING FROM ISAIAH CHAPTER 9 
 

1.  Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land 
of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the 

sea, along the Jordan-- 
2.  The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of 

death a light has dawned. 
3.  You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you as people rejoice at the 

harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. 
4.  For as in the day of Midian's defeat, you have shattered the yoke that burdens them, the bar across their 

shoulders, the rod of their oppressor. 
5.  Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel 

for the fire. 
6.  For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: 
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counseller, the mighty God, the everlasting Father, the Prince 

of Peace. 
7.  Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and 

upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice from henceforth even 
forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts shall accomplish this. 

 
THE WORD OF THE LORD 

 
 
 
       CHOIR                                           “Peaceful, Silent Night”                                     Ruth Schram             
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V.)   SCRIPTURE                                      “A Baby in a Manger”                                                    Luke 2:1-7 
A READING FROM LUKE CHAPTER 2 

 
1.  And it came to pass  in those days, that  a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that a census should be taken of the 

entire Roman world. 
2.  (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 

3.  And everyone went to his own town to register. 
4.  So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, unto Bethlehem,  the city of David, because he 

belonged to the house and lineage of David. 
5.  He went there to register with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was pledged to be married to him and  who was great 

with child. 
6.  And so it was,  that while they were there,  the days were accomplished for  her to be delivered, 

7 And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; 
because there was no room for them in the inn. 

 
THE WORD OF THE LORD 

 
 
 HYMN  364                                                                                   

364 Away in a Manger 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
VI.)  SCRIPTURE                                   “Shepherds  and  Angels”                                         Luke 2:8-14  

A READING FROM LUKE CHAPTER 2 
 

8.  Now there were in the same country, shepherds abiding in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their 
flocks by night. 

9.  And behold, an angel of the Lord appeared unto them, and the glory of the Lord shone  ‘round about them,  
and they were very much afraid. 

10.  Then the angel said unto them, "Fear not,  for behold,  I bring you glad tidings of great joy which 
shall be for all the people. 

11.  For unto you this day,  in the city of David,  a Savior has been born; he is Christ  the Lord. 
12.  And this shall be a sign unto you: You shall find a Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in 

a manger." 
13.  Suddenly  there was with the angel, a great multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 

saying, 
14.  "Glory to God in the highest, and on  earth   peace, 

goodwill  toward men!” 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
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       HYMN  380                        
 

380 Hark! The Herald Angels Sing 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
VII.) SCRIPTURE                           “Mary, Joseph, The Baby, Shepherds”                            Luke 2:15-20 

A READING FROM LUKE CHAPTER 2 
 

15. So it was, that when the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, 
"Let us go now into Bethlehem,  and see this thing that has come to pass, which the Lord has made known 

unto us." 
16.  So they came with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe, who was lying in the manger. 
17.  Now when they had seen him, they made known abroad , the saying which had been told them about this 

child, 
18.  and all who heard it marveled at those things which were told to them by the shepherds. 

19.  But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 
20.  The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, 

just as it was told unto them. 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD. 
 

 
 
    CHOIR                                                   “Mary's Lullaby”                                                   V. Earle Copes               
 
VIII.) SCRIPTURE                                  “Jesus is the Son of God”                                          1 John 4:7-16 

 
A READING FROM FIRST JOHN CHAPTER 4 

 
7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and 

knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is love. 9 In this the love of God 
was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son into the world, so that we might live through him. 

10 In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for 
our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; if 

we love one another, God abides in us and his love is perfected in us. 

13 By this we know that we abide in him and he in us, because he has given us of his Spirit. 14 And we 
have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world. 15 Whoever 

confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he in God. 16 So we have come to know 
and to believe the love that God has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God 

abides in him. 
 
 

THE WORD OF THE LORD 
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       HYMN  387                            387 Joy to the World 
 

 

 

 

 
 

SERMON                                             “God in Human Flesh”                   
                 
  * APOSTLES  CREED       (spoken in unison – found inside back cover of Hymnal) 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge 

the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
  

OFFERINGS       We thank you for presenting your weekly offerings 
to the church in one of four ways: 

 
1. Place your offerings in the offering plates by the back doors of the sanctuary 

 
2. Mail your offering envelopes to the Church Office 

 
3. Bring your Offerings to the Church Office 

– You may place your offering in the wooden box on the bench by the glass doors. 
 

4. Use the "Simply Giving" service to give your offerings digitally online. 
Thank you to everyone for faithfully supporting our ministry here 

 VOLUNTARY                                                        
  *    PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
  * LORD'S PRAYER         (Lord remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray) 

Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
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LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
HYMN   
               (as we sing, the candles are lit and will remain lit, for the remainder of the service) 
 

370 What Child Is This 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CHRISTMAS PRAYER  
 
Benediction 

 
 

C: Amen. 
 
       RECESSIONAL HYMN  363             “Silent Night”    

363 Silent Night, Holy Night 
 

 

 

 
 

                                            (you may extinguish your candles after the Hymn)                                         
       
 POSTLUDE                            
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* * * CHRISTMAS & EPIPHANY  SERVICE  SCHEDULE * * * 
Christmas Eve Candlelight and Communion Service 

Tonight – Friday Dec. 24   11:00 p.m. 
 

Christmas Day –  Carols and Holy Communion Service: 
Saturday  December 25  10:00 a.m. 

 
First Sunday after Christmas Communion Services: 
Sunday  December 26     at  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

 
New Year’s Eve – Circumcision and Name of Our Lord 

Holy Communion Service: 
Friday December 31     7:00 p.m. 

 
Second Sunday after Christmas Communion Services: 

Sunday  January 2     at  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
 

The Epiphany of Our Lord 
Holy Communion Service: 

Thursday  January  6   at  7:30 p.m. 
 

The Baptism of Our Lord Communion Services: 
Sunday  January 9    at  8:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 

OFFICIANTS: 
Pastor David Nehrenz,   Vicar Mark Gaschler 

Organist, Choir and Bell Choir Director – Rachael Gros 
Elders:  Darin Davis, Kurt Schweiger, Eldon Jupe,  Greg Burge,                 

 Neal Schuster, Steve Lemke 
ACOLYTE,  CHOIR  AND  BELL  CHOIR – THANK YOU! 

 
 


