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PRELUDE

“Comfort, Comfort, Ye my People”

Georg Boehm

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Rejoice, My Heart, Be Glad and Sing

6

His wisdom never plans in vain
Nor falters nor mistakes.
All that His counsels may ordain
A blessèd ending makes.

7

Upon your lips, then, lay your hand,
And trust His guiding love;
Then like a rock your peace shall stand
Here and in heav’n above.

LSB 737
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Invocation, Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P
C

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.
P
C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We
justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in
Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all your
sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all
your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

Service of the Word
Introit (Chanted)
Ps. 146:5–8; antiphon: Phil. 4:4
(V) Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will say, | Rejoice.
(C) Blessèd is he whose help is the God of | Jacob,*
whose hope is in the | LORD his God,
who made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that is | in them,*
who keeps faith for- | ever;
who executes justice for | the oppressed,
who gives food to the | hungry.*
The LORD sets the prisoners free; the LORD opens the eyes | of the blind.
The LORD lifts up those who are bowed down; the LORD loves the | righteous.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
(V) Rejoice in the Lord | always;*
again I will say, | Rejoice.
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Kyrie

4

Hymn of Praise (Omit during Advent)

Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P Let us pray.
P
Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

Sit
Old Testament Reading
14Sing aloud, O daughter of Zion;
shout, O Israel!
Rejoice and exult with all your heart,
O daughter of Jerusalem!
15The LORD has taken away the judgments against you;
he has cleared away your enemies.
The King of Israel, the LORD, is in your midst;
you shall never again fear evil.
16On that day it shall be said to Jerusalem:
“Fear not, O Zion;
let not your hands grow weak.
17The LORD your God is in your midst,
a mighty one who will save;
he will rejoice over you with gladness;
he will quiet you by his love;
he will exult over you with loud singing.
18I will gather those of you who mourn for the festival,
so that you will no longer suffer reproach.
19Behold, at that time I will deal
with all your oppressors.
And I will save the lame
and gather the outcast,
and I will change their shame into praise
and renown in all the earth.
20At that time I will bring you in,
at the time when I gather you together;
for I will make you renowned and praised
among all the peoples of the earth,
when I restore your fortunes
before your eyes,” says the LORD.
A
C
CHOIR

Zephaniah 3:14–20

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
“Savior of the Nations, Come”

Carl Schalk
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Psalm 85:1-8 (chanted responsively)
1 LORD, you were favorable | to your land;*
you restored the fortunes of | Jacob.
2 You forgave the iniquity of your | people;*
you covered | all their sin.
3 You withdrew | all your wrath;*
you turned from your hot | anger.
4 Restore us again, O God of our sal- | vation,*
and put away your indignation | toward us!
5 Will you be angry with us for- | ever?*
Will you prolong your anger to all gener- | ations?
6 Will you not revive | us again,*
that your people may re- | joice in you?
7 Show us your steadfast love, | O LORD,*
and grant us your sal- | vation.
8 Let me hear what God the | LORD will speak,*
for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them not turn back to | folly.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Epistle

Philippians 4:4–7
in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone.
The Lord is at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
4Rejoice

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
Alleluia and Verse
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Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 7th chapter.

Luke 7:18–28

18The

disciples of John reported all these things to him. And John, 19calling two of his disciples to him,
sent them to the Lord, saying, “Are you the one who is to come, or shall we look for another?” 20And
when the men had come to him, they said, “John the Baptist has sent us to you, saying, ‘Are you the
one who is to come, or shall we look for another?’” 21In that hour he healed many people of diseases
and plagues and evil spirits, and on many who were blind he bestowed sight. 22And he answered them,
“Go and tell John what you have seen and heard: the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, lepers are
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, the poor have good news preached to them. 23And
blessed is the one who is not offended by me.”
24When John’s messengers had gone, Jesus began to speak to the crowds concerning John: “What
did you go out into the wilderness to see? A reed shaken by the wind? 25What then did you go out to
see? A man dressed in soft clothing? Behold, those who are dressed in splendid clothing and live in
luxury are in kings’ courts. 26What then did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than
a prophet. 27This is he of whom it is written,
“‘Behold, I send my messenger before your face,
who will prepare your way before you.’
28I

tell you, among those born of women none is greater than John. Yet the one who is least in the
kingdom of God is greater than he.”

P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Sit

8

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding

LSB 345

Sermon

"John the Prophet – Jesus the Christ "
TEXT: Luke 7:18-28 DATE: 12-12-21
LITURGICAL DAY: 3rd Sunday in Advent
Theme: As Christmas approaches, we proclaim what John the Baptist and all the prophets
say about Jesus the Christ, born in Bethlehem, raised in Nazareth.
Listen to John – He is God’s messenger to us as well:
I.
THE BLIND RECEIVE THEIR SIGHT,
THE LAME WALK, THE LEPERS ARE CLEANSED
THE DEAF HEAR

II.

III.

THE DEAD ARE RAISED UP

THE POOR HAVE GOOD NEWS PREACHED TO THEM
9

CONCLUSION: Blessed is the one who is not offended by Jesus!
Jesus is the "One who was to come" - the Messiah
who came first for the Jews and then for the Gentiles.
John the Baptist prepares the way of the Lord in both his first coming at Bethlehem
and his second coming in glory on the Last Day.
Listen to John and prepare the way of the Lord in your own life!
HOLY COMMUNION POLICY:
Holy Communion is administered to Lutheran Church Missouri Synod members and LCMS guests who have
been instructed, catechized and confirmed in the Lutheran faith.
If you are visiting, please speak to the Elder of the day, or to the Pastor
about receiving the Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper.
ATTENDANCE AND COMMUNION REGISTRATION:
During the gathering of the Offerings, members and visitors please pick up the Ritual of Friendship pad at the end of the
pew, take out a white (member) or tan (visitor) sheet
and pass the pad down the pew to the people sitting next to you.
Please fill out the date, address and phone number information as well as e-mail addresses.
The sheets will be collected in the baskets in the narthex as you leave. Thank you!

Stand
Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
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who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life + of the world to come. Amen.
Prayer of the Church
In the Hospital OR Receiving Treatments OR Recuperating:
Kandie Darmody, Jill Tarver, Neal Taptto, Kris Henderson,
Patty Reber, Jeanne Voerster, Duane Brosowske, Bobby Rankin,
Katherine Harmon, Barbara Beall, Raymond Sendelbach,
Cindy Baxendale
Birth Announcement
Congratulations to Rob (former vicar) and Paige Schrader at the birth of their daughter, Lydia Roseann
Schrader.
Other Needs as We Pray for:
 TLC Early Learning Center;
LCMS U
Military Service Members & their Families
Mike Gobble, Charles Gather, Emily Shelton, Alex Laffin
Ricardo Bitanga, Danny Greene, Courtney Tate
Birthdays
Jackson Merchant
Allison Suttle
Vanessa Dicus
Anniversaries
Kevin & Alaina Weber

12/12
12/16
12/18
Years
12/12/2012
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Missions
Rev. David and Joyce Erber serve the Lord through the LCMS in Africa, based in Accra, Ghana. David serves as a
theological educator providing continuing education for pastors in the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Ghana. He
works to equip the newly appointed Regional Head Pastors with the knowledge and skills they need to mentor the
pastors and congregations in their respective regions. The goal is to enable the church presently located in 30
geo/political districts to reach out to the major population centers of the remaining 245 districts in Ghana.

Offering and Ritual of Friendship
We thank you for presenting your weekly offerings
to the church in one of four ways:
1. Place your offerings in the offering plates that are passed down the pew in the sanctuary
2. Mail your offering envelopes to the Church Office
3. Bring your Offerings to the Church Office
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– You may place your offering in the wooden box on the bench by the glass doors.
4. Use the "Simply Giving" service to give your offerings digitally online.
Thank you to everyone for faithfully supporting our ministry here
Stand
VOLUNTARY

“Andante Espressivo”

O. Ravanello

Offertory

Service of the Sacrament
Preface

12

It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy
Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, whose way John the Baptist
prepared, proclaiming Him the promised Messiah, the very Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the
world, and calling sinners to repentance that they might escape from the wrath to be revealed when
He comes again in glory. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
Sanctus

13

Prayer of Thanksgiving
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created
and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant
joy we receive the salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His
blood on the cross.

C

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and
strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as
He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to
celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which has no end.
Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor,
and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord's Prayer (Lord remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray)
C
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
The Words of Our Lord
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given
thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My + body, which is
given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”
P In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to
them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My + blood, which is shed for
you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”
14

Pax Domini

Agnus Dei

Sit
Distribution
The pastor and those who assist him receive the body and blood of Christ first and then distribute them to
those who come to receive, saying:
Take, eat; this is the true body of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, given into death for your sins.
Amen.
Take, drink; this is the true blood of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, shed for the forgiveness of your
sins.
Amen.
In dismissing the communicants, the following is said:
P
C

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life
everlasting. Depart + in peace.
Amen.
15

Your Table I Approach

5

O grant, most blessèd Lord,
That earth and hell combined
May not about this sacrament
Raise doubt within my mind.

6

Oh, may I never fail
To thank You day and night
For Your true body and true blood,
O God, my peace and light.

LSB 628

16

Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee

LSB 803

17

621 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence

18

515 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers

Stand

19

Post-Communion Canticle
Thank the Lord

Post-Communion Collect
A Let us pray.
A O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your onlybegotten Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in
this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and
minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Benediction

20

917 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name We Raise

POSTLUDE

“Hosanna to the Living Lord”

Friedrich Zachow
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