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BIBLE TEXT and STUDY NOTES
(11) Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to
be in lives of holiness and godliness,
(2 Cor 7:1; Eph 4:24; I Thess 3:13; 1 Tim 4:7,8; 6:6-10; Titus 1:1,2; Heb
12:14)
(12) waiting for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the
heavens will be set on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies will melt as they
burn!
(Ps 50:3; Mt 6:10; Lk 12:36; Ac 3:19,20; 17:31;
1 Cor 1:7; Titus 2:13; 1 Th 1:10; Jude 21; Rev 16:14; 22:20)
(13) But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth
in which righteousness dwells.
(Is 11:4,5; 45:8; 60:21; 65:17; 66:22; Dan 9:24; Rom 8:19-22; Rev 21:1,27)
LUTHER’S WORKS – VOLUME 30
“11. Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of persons ought you to
be in lives of holiness and godliness,
12. waiting for and hastening the coming of the Day of God,
Since you know that everything must pass away, both heaven and earth, consider
how completely you must be prepared with a saintly and godly life and conduct to meet
this Day. Thus St. Peter describes this Day as imminent, in order that they may be
ready for it, hope for it with joy, and hasten to meet it as the Day which delivers us from
sin, death, and hell.
because of which the heavens will be kindled and dissolved, and the elements will melt
with fire!
13. But according to His promise, we wait for new heavens and a new earth in which
righteousness dwells.
Through the prophets God promised again and again that He would create new
heavens and a new earth. Thus He says in Is. 65:17:5 “Behold, I create new heavens
and a new earth,” in which you shall be happy, rejoice, and leap. Likewise in Is. 30:26:
“The light of the moon will be as the light of the sun, and the light of the sun will be
sevenfold, as the light of seven days.”
And in Matt. 13:43 Christ says: “Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father.” How this will take place we do not know, except that it is
promised that there will be the kind of heaven and earth in which there will be no sin,

but that only righteousness and God’s children will dwell there, just as St. Paul also
says in Rom. 86 that there will be nothing but love, nothing but joy and pleasure, and
nothing but the kingdom of God.
Here one may be concerned about whether the blessed will live in heaven or on
earth. Here the text gives the impression that they will dwell on earth, so that all
heaven and earth will be a new Paradise, in which God resides. For God dwells not
only in heaven but everywhere. Therefore the elect will be where He is.”
SERMON ON THIS TEXT BY PASTOR CHARLES HENRICKSON:
“The whole creation, now subject to decay and futility, where things don’t work
right–all creation will be destroyed. There will be a giant “do-over,” the ultimate “system
restore.” The whole sin-corrupted universe will be dissolved, purified by fire, and there
will come out of it “new heavens and a new earth.” Paradise restored, only better. “New
heavens and a new earth,” but not as though there won’t be any continuity with the
original heavens and earth that God created. There will be. For the heavens and earth
will be “re-newed,” made new again, “re-created,” perfected and improved. It was his
idea in the first place, wasn’t it, with the Garden of Eden. Man’s sin brought a curse
upon creation, brought a curse upon our bodies, brought death and decay into God’s
good creation. But Christ by his death and resurrection has brought about a new
creation. And we will see the final outcome of that on the day of his return, when there
will be “new heavens and a new earth.”
It’s the same thing St. John saw at the end of the Book of Revelation: “Then I saw a
new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.”
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will
be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away every
tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” “Behold, I am
making all things new.”
My friends, you and I have no idea how good this will be! It is beyond our
experience, beyond our imagination, all the good things God has in store for his
people! It’s kind of like Christmas presents under the tree. We know that they’re there,
we know they’re going to be good, but it’s not yet time to unwrap them, not just yet. We
have to wait a little bit. Well, that’s how it is with waiting for Christ’s return. We’re like
little kids waiting to unwrap our Christmas presents. That’s the excitement and eager
anticipation we have, as we look forward to what will be revealed to us and for us and
in us on that wonderful day, the day of our Lord’s return.”
https://steadfastlutherans.org/2017/12/new-heavens-and-a-new-earth-sermon-on-2peter-38-14-by-pr-charles-henrickson/
LIFE APPLICATION
Since all these things are thus to be dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in
lives of holiness and godliness? What is the answer to this question?

