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BIBLE TEXT:
(2 Peter 1:1-2) Simeon Peter, a servant and apostle
of Jesus Christ,
To those who have obtained a faith of equal standing with ours
by the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ:
(2) May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.

STUDY NOTES:
(1)
Righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ
(Rom 3:21-26; 1 Cor 1:30,31; 2 Cor 5:21; Php 3:7-9; Titus 3:4-7)
(2) May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
Grace and peace
(Jn 14:27; 17:3; 20:19; Rom 1:7; Gal 1:3; Eph 1:2; Php 3:8; Jude 2)
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2. May grace and peace be multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord.
This is the greeting commonly used to preface the letters. It means: Instead of my service, I
wish that you may increase in grace and peace, and become richer and richer. This grace
comes from the knowledge of God and of the Lord Christ, which means that it is something
only he who has knowledge of God and Jesus Christ can have.
The apostles and also the prophets constantly refer to this knowledge of God in Scripture.
Thus we read in Is. 11:9: “They shall not hurt or destroy in all My holy mountain; for the earth
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” That is, the knowledge
of God will burst forth as exuberantly as when a body of water gushes forth, rushes out, and
inundates a whole country. From this such peace will result that no one will harm or injure his
neighbor.

But the fact that you, like the Turks, the Jews, and the devil, believe that God created all
things—this is not the knowledge of God. Nor is this knowledge your belief that Christ was
born from a virgin, suffered, died, and rose again. No, you have the true knowledge of God
when you believe and know that God and Christ are your God and your Christ. This the devil
and the false Christians cannot believe.
Thus this knowledge is nothing else than the true Christian faith; for when you know God and
Christ in this way, you will rely on Him with all your heart and trust in Him in good fortune and
misfortune, in life and death. Evil consciences cannot have such trust, for they know no more
about God than that He is a God of St. Peter and all the saints in heaven. But they do not know
Him as their God; they regard Him as a jailer and an angry judge.
To have God is to have all grace, all mercy, and everything one can call good. To have Christ is
to have the Savior and Mediator who brought us to the point that God belongs to us, and who
acquired for us all mercy from Him. You must weave this together in such a way that Christ
becomes yours and you become His. Then you have a true knowledge. An unmarried woman
can say, of course: “This is a man.”
But she cannot say that he is her man.
Thus we can all say, of course, that this is a god; but we cannot all say that He is our God. For
we cannot all trust in Him and take comfort in Him. To this knowledge also belongs what
Scripture calls the facies et vultus Domini, that is, the countenance of the Lord about which the
prophets have much to say. He who does not behold the face of God does not know Him but
sees only His back, that is, an angry and cruel God.
Here you see that St. Peter does not propose to write particularly about faith at this time,
since he did this adequately in the first epistle. No, he wants to exhort believers to give
evidence of their faith by means of good works. For he does not want faith without good
works or works without faith. But he wants faith first and good works in addition to and
flowing from faith.”
LIFE APPLICATION
Since we have the righteousness of our God and Savior Jesus Christ,
how is grace and peace multiplied to you in the knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord?

