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BIBLE  TEXT   and   STUDY NOTES 

 
(7) But by the same word the 

heavens and earth that now exist are 
stored up for fire, being kept until the 

day of judgment and destruction of the 
ungodly. 

(Zeph 1:18;   Mal 4:1;   
 Mt 3:10; 10:15; 25:41;  Jn 15:6;    

2 Th 1:5-10;  Heb 12:29;  
 Rev 20:12-15;  21:8)  

 
LUTHER’S WORKS – VOLUME 30 

   
 Thus St. Peter now wants to say that the scoffers are so wanton and 

hardened that they refuse to honor the Holy Spirit by reading how God 
preserves the earth in the water. From this they would become aware that 
everything rests in the hand of God. Consequently, since God drowned the 
earth at that time, He will do this for us again. For that example should 
surely persuade us that since He did not lie then, He will not lie today either. 

 
At that time, when God destroyed the world with the Flood, the water 

came down from above, up from below, and from all sides. Consequently, 
nothing but water was visible; and the earth, in conformity with its nature, 
had to be submerged in the water. But now God has promised that He will 
never again destroy the world with water, and as a sign of this He placed 
the rainbow in the heavens. Now, therefore, God will let the world be 
consumed and perish only by fire, so that there will be nothing but fire, just 
as at that time there was nothing but water.  

 



 
St. Paul also speaks of this in 2 Thess. 1:7f.:2 “When the Lord Jesus is 

revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, etc.” Likewise 
in 1 Cor. 3:13: “Each man’s work will become manisfest; for the Day of the 
Lord will disclose it, because it will be revealed with fire.” Thus when the 
Last Day breaks all of a sudden, in one moment there will be nothing but 
fire. Everything in heaven and on earth will be reduced to powder and 
ashes. Everything must be changed by fire, just as the water changed 
everything at the time of the Flood. Because God let what took place at that 
time be a sign, therefore the fire shall be the sign that He will not lie. 

 
THE AUGSBURG CONFESSION 

 
XVII. [THE RETURN OF CHRIST TO JUDGMENT] 

1 It is also taught among us that our Lord Jesus Christ will return on the 
last day for judgment and will raise up all the dead, 2 to give eternal life and 
everlasting joy to believers and the elect 3 but to condemn ungodly men and 
the devil to hell and eternal punishment. 

 
4 Rejected, therefore, are the Anabaptists who teach that the devil and 

condemned men will not suffer eternal pain and torment.2 
 
5 Rejected, too, are certain Jewish opinions which are even now making 

an appearance and which teach that, before the resurrection of the dead, 
saints and godly men will possess a worldly kingdom and annihilate all the 
godless. 
 

 
LIFE APPLICATION 

 
“Kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly.” 

This is a LAW proclamation. 
Why does the world and we need to hear this,  

even though we may not want to hear it? 


